
14 June 2013

Dear Pastors-in-charge,

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ who truly is the Head of the 
Church. We praise God for your faithful ministry of pastoring the flock under your care.  
The Lord Himself will reward you for your labour of love and for handling the affairs of the 
Kingdom of God on your own, "God-fearingly".

Many events have taken place in the last 6 months, not only within the Diocese but also 
within Sabah. While some were crisis happenings, we have nevertheless witnessed the 
more wonderful working of God Himself, especially at the children and youth camp events, 
besides other areas of ministry. There is much to thank God for.

We have entered into perilous times (2 Timothy 3:1).  As shepherds and stewards over 
Christ's flock, it is often necessary, during such times, to have "your sword girded by your 
side" while building the work of ministry (Nehemiah 4:18). It is the foundation of Christ that 
we are building on, and Christ Himself is truly building His Church, so much so that even 
the gates of hell will not prevail against it.  Yet at the same time, the fact of Christ building 
His own Church will not prevent you from being diligent and faithful in your service.  Praise 
and glory be to God, for even in the absence of your Bishop you have not let the work of 
ministry suffer negligence, nor have you failed to attend to the affairs of the Kingdom of 
God, for you can do all things through Christ who strengthens you.

A Special Holy Communion Service - A Step Towards Revival

After these few months of much prayers, study, consultations, and deliberations in relation 
to the crisis facing our Diocese, the PHoB (Provincial House of Bishops) has concurrently 
confirmed a date to hold a Special Holy Communion Service "A Step Towards Revival".  
The date is on a Friday 19th July 2013 (presumably to be held in the evening) in the 3 
main churches in Kota Kinabalu (All Saints' Cathedral), Sandakan (Good Shepherd) and 
Tawau (St Patrick), where a Diocesan Bishop from the PHoB will be present to lead the 
service.  Then on the same weekend Saturday 20 July or Sunday 21 July, the other 
parishes or centres may hold similar services in their respective locations, led by their 
respective Pastors-in-charge.  

This Special Holy Communion Service will provide the environment: (1) for the intentional 
re-gathering of God's people to go forward in God's way, (2) for the process of healing, 
and (3) for the restoring of the confidence and faith of the Christian Community.

The Service
 
A simple layout of the service is attached as a guide for the order of service. A covenant 
renewal card or form (each in one language) is also attached so that you can have them 
printed out on both sides of the cards or paper of 80gsm or above, in the quantity 
appropriate for your services. 
 



At the start of the service the Pastor-in-charge will welcome the people with a particular 
note:

We are particularly pleased to note:
 
a)        that there was no loss of money and no misappropriation of funds in the Diocesan 
finances; occurrences of accounting procedural complications (which gave rise to 
misinterpretations of the accounts) were identified and rectified;

b)        that establishment of Diocesan bodies for better governance is in progress;

c)        that revision of the Diocesan constitution is in progress to accommodate to the growing 
ministry of the Diocese and to the wider context of the Province.

d)        that we are now ready to develop a culture of honouring one another according to the 
exhortations from the Word of God.
 
The main part of the service is an act of foot-washing which will take the place of the 
normal sermon and scripture readings.  The foot-washing as initiated by our Lord Jesus 
Christ is no less than the call of God for all members of the Body of Christ to adopt the 
posture of humble service and a servant heart.  Then the Holy Communion will follow as 
an expression of the New Covenant.  Here opportunity is provided for repentance, 
reconciliation and restoration of relationships.  
 
It is our desire that in this service, the role of lay people are re-affirmed, the spiritual 
leadership upheld, the posture of honouring one another established, and unity and 
peace restored.
 
We look to the Lord to do His own work among His People.  For that matter we give 
space for repentance, reconciliation and healing of relationships during the service 
itself.
 
The prescribed card/form for personal renewal of covenant with God will be distributed to 
everyone at the service, and each person has the freedom of choice to sign the form, then 
or after the service.

Logistics

This message is communicated to you so that you'll discuss with your PCC/Staff in order 
to work on the logistics appropriate for the service to take place in your location, and to 
announce it to your members 2 or 3 Sundays prior to the event.
 
The number of basins to be used for the foot washing may be limited to 12. Due to time 
constraint, there is no need to wash everyone's feet.  A small group may be pre-selected to 
do the act of foot-washing. 
 
For the 3 main centres where the service is to be held on a weekday (in the evening of 
19th July 2013), where also a Diocesan Bishop from the Province will be present to lead 
the service, then perhaps as a suggestion 2 language groups (especially English and 
Chinese) can be combined. Members from the other sister churches in the vicinity can also 
attend the service if they want to.



Thank you and may the People of God have a divine encounter and the experience of 
God's grace.

Herbert
Commissary
.... ... ....... .. ... ....... ........


